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you can create huge numbers of jobs for poor
people who would otherwise not have them.

So I would say to all of you, I think this
is a big opportunity—I tried to say some provoc-
ative things to make you laugh so you’d listen,
because it’s late in the day and you’re all tired.
But I’m telling you, the biggest environmental—
the obstacle to our having responsible environ-
mental policy in the whole world, including in
the United States, is the belief of too many
policymakers in 1998 that there is still an iron
law between how much junk you put in the
atmosphere and how much your economy grows.

And until we break that in the minds of deci-
sionmakers, we will not do what we should do
on the climate change challenge. And until we
do it, we are playing Russian roulette with our
children’s future and running an increased risk
that this will be the national security issue of
the 21st century.

[The discussion continued.]

Closing Remarks
President Clinton. John, I would like to thank

you, the law school, and NYU and the other
sponsors of the event. Again, let me thank all
of you who participated. And I want to thank
Hillary and Sid Blumenthal and the others who
conceived of this, and Mr. Blair’s folks in Great
Britain who worked so closely with us on this.

I would like to close with—ask for just a
brief reprise of two things we talked about. One
is, can this whole Third Way approach be ap-

plied successfully to long-term problems that
have big consequences before they have them,
i.e., in American terms, Social Security, Medi-
care, climate change. Two is, can we not only
develop a global consciousness and global poli-
cies within our respective country but actually
band together to deal with this present global
financial challenge in a way that gives us a trad-
ing system, a labor rights system, an environ-
mental system, and a financial system that, in
effect, recreates what works on the national level
globally, that in effect takes these great 50-year-
old institutions and does whatever has to be
done to make sure that they see us through
for the next 50 years.

Will the ideas that we’ve developed and the
approach that we have developed work in those
two great areas of challenge? Because if they
do work in those two great areas of challenge,
then I think that the 21st century is in very
good hands.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:42 p.m. in Green-
berg Lounge at the New York University School
of Law. In his remarks, he referred to James D.
Wolfensohn, President, World Bank; Prime Min-
ister Wim Kok of The Netherlands; and Ronald
Dworkin, professor, New York University School
of Law. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the opening re-
marks of Prime Minister Blair.

Statement on the Death of Florence Griffith-Joyner
September 21, 1998

Hillary and I are shocked and saddened by
the sudden death of Florence Griffith-Joyner.
America—and the world—has lost one of our
greatest Olympians. Ten years ago, in a blazing
10.49 seconds, Flo-Jo sprinted to Olympic gold
and earned the right to be called the ‘‘World’s
Fastest Woman.’’ We were dazzled by her
speed, humbled by her talent, and captivated
by her style. Though she rose to the pinnacle
of the world of sports, she never forgot where

she came from, devoting time and resources to
helping children—especially those growing up
in our most disadvantaged neighborhoods—
make the most of their own talents. I was very
proud to have her serve as cochair of the Presi-
dent’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports.
Our thoughts and prayers go to her husband,
Al, her daughter, Mary, and her entire family.
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